THE  NEW  COMMUNITY
confident of the Reformers; and it is probably true
that, in historical fact, the innovation of a married
priesthood generally lowered the level of the ideal of
Christian sanctity. The negation of the idea that the
vocation of Christian priesthood demanded a real
sacrifice had for its effect a considerable secularization
of Christian morality, and the vital disappearance of
the notion that an element of heroism is involved in a
Christian vocation. The very highest achievement of
a married priesthood was a perfection of a kind of lay
Christianity, and reformed Christianity has suffered,
more than it admits, by the consequent diminution of
heroism and sainthood in the texture of the life of the
visible Church. To take a single example in the
personal order, it was mainly due to this substitution
of respectability for heroism that the Church of Eng-
land lost Newman, whom it could ill afford to lose;
and in the impersonal order, it has powerfully con-
tributed to that widespread unawareness in the
English clergy of the extent to which the visible
Church in England is an integral part of the existing
secular social system, so that it is less easily capable
of a real gesture of heroism than the Roman Catholic
Church, Which is, by reason of the celibacy of its priest-
hood, more truly a pilgrim in this world.2
Not only does the substitution of a married for a
celibate priesthood lead to a decline of moral heroism
in personal life, and consequently to an unprepared-
ness for 'political' heroism in the social order; but it
leads, very naturally, to a tacit refusal to admit this
decline and this unpreparedness. A point is reached
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